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“Sometimes, even a pawn can hold the 
balance of power.” 

 

Paperback ISBN:  978-1-908600-51-6 
eBook ISBN:   978-1-908600-52-3 

Is this the future we’re creating?  

 
August 2017 sees the release of Citizen Zero, the second title published by Inspired Quill from author Mark 
Cantrell, following the success of his previous work, Silas Morlock. 

Once again, Cantrell uses his powerful storytelling to ask the question: “is survival the same as freedom?” 

This time, Cantrell presents a frighteningly familiar – yet subtly altered – world. In Citizen Zero, he offers a 
powerful combination of contemporary themes, each one playing on our fears and hopes for the future. 

Told with an uncompromising voice through the eyes of characters from wildly different social strata, Citizen Zero 
tells the story of one man’s desperation to not fall between society’s cracks. 

If you have any questions or queries about anything within this Media Pack, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch. 

Best Wishes, 
~ Sara-Jayne Slack 

Email: sjslack@inspired-quill.com 
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 Sell Sheet 
Technical Information 
Title: Citizen Zero 
Page Count: 482 (Paperback) 
Dimensions: 5” x 8” 
Genre: Sci-Fi/Dystopian 
Release Date: August, 2017 
Paperback Price: £9.99 
Paperback ISBN: 978-1-908600-51-6 
eBook Price: £3.49 
eBook ISBN: 978-1-908600-52-3 

Distribution 

We distribute through numerous 
channels (Ingram/Green’s), and our 
titles are available from all major books 
retailers: Waterstone’s, WHSmith, 
Barnes & Noble, etc.  

Bulk orders (10+ copies), can be 
requested direct from Inspired Quill. 

 

Blurb: 
“Those people are no-hopers.” 
“And what does that make me?” 
 
In a bitterly divided nation where security trumps civil liberty, unemployed David is on the 
verge of sinking into the ‘Zeros’ – a destitute underclass numbering millions. But then 
JobNet's advanced virtual reality world offers him a gateway to a worthwhile future, and a 
chance to rejoin society. 
 
But David is an unwitting pawn in a deadly conspiracy to topple the Government: he's the 
ideal carrier for an intelligent virus designed to shatter the system and set the Zeros free. 
 
When the virus activates, chaos ensues and the Zeros rise. David is left trapped inside a 
corrupted reality. If it doesn't shatter his sanity, the secret he finds there will change 
everything ... 
 
Sometimes even a pawn can hold the balance of power. 
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About the Author 
A coffee-guzzling journalist turned novelist, Mark Cantrell lives and 
works by the weave of his words. 
 
He is the author of two novels, a host of short stories, and a multitude 
of articles and thought-provoking essays. Over the years, his writings 
have appeared in a number of small press 'zines, websites, and multi-
author collections. 
 
His fictional work tends to fall into the realms of science fiction and 
fantasy, with a little macabre horror thrown in for good measure, but 
he's not averse to touching upon social and political themes too.  
 
Born and bred in Bradford, Mark now lives in Stoke-on-Trent, though 
he remains proud of his Yorkshire heritage.  

 

Contact Information 
To learn more about Mark Cantrell, visit his corner of the web: 

Email: mcantrell.writer@gmail.com 
Website/Blog: www.markcantrell.co.uk 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/MarkCantrell.Author 
Twitter: @Man0Words 

 

Or you could browse around some online Q&A’s: 

http://www.indiesunlimited.com/2011/11/16/meet-the-author-mark-
cantrell/ 
  
https://dolewrites.wordpress.com/2014/05/16/mark-cantrell-has-
been-interviewed/ 
  
http://thedabbler.ca/author-spotlight-mark-cantrell/ 
  
https://indiebookbanter.wordpress.com/2017/05/07/16-book-banter-
with-mark-cantrell/ 

 

INTERVIEW TOPICS 
 
In the event of an interview, 
here are some ideas for 
discussion topics: 
 
• The Writing Process 
• Small-press publishing 
• Social Inequality 
• The Welfare State 
• What is ‘Freedom’? 

Mark Cantrell 
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 Primary Reader Demographic: 
Citizen Zero is aimed at adult readers. This novel also comes highly 
recommended for book groups. 

TRIGGER WARNINGS: None 

 
 
Main Themes Include: 

 Surveillance Society and the Welfare State 

 Artificial Intelligence and Virtual Reality 

 Security versus Civil Liberty 

 Inequality and Social Exclusion 

 Survival and Freedom 

 

 

Reviews for this author: 
These will be included in an updated version of this media pack, 
once the title has been published. 

 

Average review rating 
across all IQ titles. 

AS RATED ON: 
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Contact Information 
 
Phone: (+44) 7500 832 899 
Email: info@inspired-quill.com 
 
 
The Inspired Quill team are 
more than happy to answer 
any questions you might have, 
so do feel free to get in touch. 

About the Publisher 
 
Mission Statement 
 
Inspired Quill is a traditional publisher that sets a high standard in 
ecologically friendly, people-oriented publishing by providing a 
quality driven, positive experience for all involved. Inspired Quill 
(commonly shortened to IQ) operates on two primary levels; 
quality publishing, and a genuine interest in the skills 
development of all stakeholders – authors, volunteers, bloggers 
etc. 
 
As a Social Enterprise, Inspired Quill is already developing 
accessible online courses, and are looking to present creative 
writing workshops in socio-economically disadvantaged areas. 
Our Social mission is to develop offline workshops, bringing 
individuals together both locally and globally and inspiring them 
to achieve beyond their expectations. 
 
 

Management Team 
 
IQ is run by a dedicated team: 
 
Managing Director: Sara-Jayne Slack 
Business Development: Fiona Thomas 
Marketing Director: Hugo Jackson 
Marketing Assistant: Claire Thomas 
Chief Designer: Venetia Jackson 
Acquisitions Assistant: Rebecca Hall 
 

Developing Talent Online Workshops Positive Publishing 


